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Large whale species in the

Mediterranean Sea: 

Fin whales & sperm whales

IUCN Red List Status in the

Mediterranean Sea

Fin whales: Endangered

CMS: Appendix I & II

Sperm whales: Endangered

CMS: Appendix I & II

Isolated sub-populations



Marine life and biodiversity are heavily 
threatened by:

▪ fisheries
▪ water pollution
▪ coastal anthropization
▪ climate change
▪ ship traffic

Human pressures



Maritime traffic



Side Event – NETCCOBAMS, a management collaborative tool 5

HIGH-RISK AREAS 
FOR SHIP STRIKES 
IN THE 
MEDITERRANEA
N SEA

Balearic Islands: fin and sperm 

whales

Pelagos Sanctuary, 
Balearic Basin and 
Catalan Coast: fin 
and sperm whales

Strait of Gibraltar: 

fin and sperm 

whales

[Eastern] Alborán

Sea: fin and sperm 

whales

Hellenic Trench, 

Greece: sperm 

whales



Collisions with marine mammals



▪ Ship strikes involving large cetaceans represent a worldwide problem, causing both
temporary and lethal wounds, with concern about the high collision rates reported for the
isolated and endangered sub-populations of fin and sperm whales in the Mediterranean.

▪ High risk areas are defined as whale high density areas intersected by high traffic levels.
▪ Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMAs) can be used to indicate areas with higher

likelihood of ship strikes, by overlapping shipping routes using Automatic Identification
System (AIS) data.

▪ The first IMMA workshop organized in 2016 in collaboration with ACCOBAMS in the
Mediterranean Region identified a total of 26 IMMAs, of which eight have large whales (fin
and sperm whales) as primary species.

IMMAs and ship strikes



The tracks covered by cargo/container vessels in 2017 and fin whale 
sightings in the North West Mediterranean Sea, Slope and Canyon 
System IMMA. 



The tracks covered by cargo/container vessels in 2017 and sperm whale 
sightings in the North West Mediterranean Sea, Slope and Canyon 
System IMMA. 



France, Italy, Monaco and Spain have developed and supported the process for

the designation of a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area PSSA by the International

Maritime Organization (IMO) at a scale that includes the North-West

Mediterranean Sea, Slope and Canyon IMMA, plus the Eastern portion of the

Pelagos Sanctuary and the Spanish Migration Corridor, to take into account

whale population movements and distribution.

The proposal has been accepted by the IMO in June 2023 and strike mitigation

tools (e.g., speed reduction and routing measures) have been proposed as part

of Associated Protective Measures (APM) within the PSSA.

Particularly Sensitive Sea Area 
(PSSA) 
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ACCOBAMS Resolution 8.18 on SHIP STRIKES
Recalling that mitigation measures for ship strikes … :

▪ the most effective measures are those that separate whales from vessels (or at least
minimize co-occurrence) in space and time, where such measures are possible
(using, inter alia, routing schemes),

▪ where routing to keep whales and vessels apart is not possible, the only
demonstrated measure to reduce fatal collisions with most large whales is to
reduce speed.

HOW TO AVOID VESSEL 
COLLISIONS WITH LARGE 

WHALES?
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IFAW Blue Speeds
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PLATFORM
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SHIP 
TRAFFIC

VISIZONE
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SHIP 
TRAFFIC

VISIZONE



SHIP 
TRAFFIC

VISIZONE
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• It is crucial to better understand fin
whales' avoidance strategies in response
to oncoming traffic.

• Reducing speed looks like the most
effective Associated Protective Measure
to be fully implemented in the recently
established Particularly Sensitive Sea Area
(PSSA) in the North-Western
Mediterranean Sea.

• Important data for fin whale’s CMP.

• Preventative measures should be
considered at the Regional scale and
possibly beyond.



Vessel speed reduction: 

▪ results in multi-environmental 
benefits,

▪ is the most effective measure 
to reach the objectives of the 
PSSA,

▪ is the most cost effective
measure to become
implemented immediately,

▪ if mandatory, it would create a 
level playing field,

▪ importance of compliance.
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CONCLUSION
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